
IHE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
wAsHtNGtoN, O. C. 2030t

Doct

cM 163L-77
23 September L977

n{w

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY OF OEFENSE

SUBJECT: SALT (U)

DEd.lsslHED lx tull

Hffilirflt1ffi;fl,"onm

l; fi ouring.thg NSC-meeti.ng on 6 september, it was my understandtng
that-the President fully understood thb JCS vierw that the United StatEs
should take no nevr initiative in sALT at thls fime, but if that view
was unaccqelalle,.the Joint Chlefs of Staff could support package l,that is, 650-700 Mlrved ICBMs, a 1200 MIRV ceiling, iira ZSO nlCf,t
glryying bombers -- if the option included the vaiiant stlpuliting a
3000. km ALC!4 range.- All these provlslons would hold durinb ttre p6riod
of the.plotocol;.only the 1200 MIRV limlt would have been iutomatically
carried fotward lnto the treaty.

2. J*l During the course of subsequent dlscussions at the NSC meeilng,
a four-step negotiatlng Iadder was-put fomard; thls was to be reducei-to writing and circulated for comeirt. Before JCS conments on the
resulting_three negotlatlng options could be fomaded, i oeiision
Papg!'outllnlng-the plan of actlon for the Gromyko vlsit was made knownto the Jolnt chlefs of staff. In view of thc NSc dlscusslon, i accept
that the declsion was taken wlth full knowledge of the JCS views
presented at the NSC meetlng. However, to cotplete the record in termsof the.tasking-set forth at the NSC meetlng, altached ls a deiaiied
analysls contalnlng ,lCS views on the three-iptions. These viens ihould
be of value in future SALT deliberatlons.
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